' Jtfl
DR.  ARBUTHNOT               221
No doubt Harley and Arbuthnot had been acquainted before this year, for on 3Oth October 1705, Arbuthnot had become Physician Extraordinary to the Queen. Though eminent in his profession, he doubtless owed his appointment not a little to his learning, humour, and agreeable character.
"Preserve him cheerful, social, and serene, And just as rich as when he served a Queen,"
wrote Pope in a couplet admirably descriptive of this excellent man and of the qualities which tended to his advancement at Court. A distinguished physician, a scientific writer, and a wit who could produce so permanent a pamphlet as the History of John Bull, which gave to the Englishman a sobriquet which has become perpetual, he was valued by his friends as the most delightful of companions. But besides Swift and Arbuthnot, there were associated Gay,1 then quite young, and but just beginning his odd life of mingled failure and success; and Parnell,2 who was now a protege of Swift's, and whom he introduced to
1 John Gay, 1688-1732.    Born at Barnstaple and educated at its Grammar School.    In 1708 he published his first poem, "\Vine!: ; in 1714, "The Fair and the Shepherd's Week."    In the same year he became secretary to  Lord  Clarendon, the Envoy to the  Court of Hanover, whose mission was ended by the death of the Queen.    In 1716 "Trivia" was published, in 1727 "The Fables," and in 1728 the famous " Beggars' Opera.'5
2 Thomas Parnell, 1679-1718.    Born in Dublin, he was educated at Trinity College, ordained in 1700, and held various preferments. He inherited an estate in Armagh from his mother.    He first visited